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other means of legalizing deviations from the law of
compulsory subdivisions. The Government alone can
do so. It calls itself a liberal government, it is a
government which prides itself on the freedom of ac-
tion that it gives to its subjects. It must come forward
and give the dissenting portion of onr community the
freedom tq follow their own inclinations in matters of
succession, the liberty to make family settlements or
testamentary dispositions of our property.

Let it frame a Bill on these liaes capable of satisfy-
ing both the orthodox and the dissenting sects, of sa-
tisfying those who wish to follow the rules laid down
by the old Jurists of Bagdaad, and those who wish to
follow the tendencies of the present age. The Bill
which I append to these pages is calculated to set at
rest the prejudices of the most bigotted Mohammadan,
and will at the same time enable the Mo'tazlehs or
dissenters from orthodox rules to follow their own
inclinations. And it is on the lines of such a Bill that
the Legislature should alter the Qhoja as well as the
Maernan Bill, and thus make it a law applicable to the
entire Mohammadan community be they Sunni or
Wahaabi, Shee'a or Qhaareji, Mokalled or Mo'tazeleh.